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Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.   ---Ephesians 4:3 

Without unity, without the healing of broken relationships and communications, it is 

impossible for us to move forward in our journey to become more like Christ and to show that 

Christlikeness to others.  The theme of this issue is UNITY—within our personal families, 
within our church family, and within our nation.  When we have unity “our hearts are linked 

through the love of Christ.” 

 

FAMILY  TOGETHERNESS 
My husband, children and I have a fun family tradition.  It happens when we are at home and 
someone calls out “family hug!”  We usually rendezvous in the kitchen; I hug the kids and my 
husband wraps his arms around all of us.  It’s our way of expressing love and enjoying a brief 
moment of family togetherness. 

Although we enjoy an occasional group hug, it’s not always easy to maintain that sense of unity.  
After all, each person in our family is unique.  We have different needs, abilities and viewpoints—
much like the family of God (Eph. 4:11-12). 

Despite inevitable differences with other believers, Paul calls us to “keep peace” (v.3).  Harmony 
with other Christians is important because it reflects the unity between Jesus and His heavenly 
Father.  Jesus prayed this for believers:  “That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I 
in You” (John 17:21). 

When problems arise within the family of God, the Bible says we are to respond “with all lowliness 
and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love” (Eph. 4:2).  This is the way to 
experience family togetherness with people who share the fundamentals of our faith.         

---Jennifer Benson Schuldt 
(Reprinted from Our Daily Bread, September 14, 2012) 

UNITY—HEALING RELATIONSHIPS AND COMMUNICATIONS 



PAGE 2 IN TOUCH 

For our theme of “Unity,” the Communication Team was 
hoping to find writers to give their thoughts on Unity as it applies 
to our church body, our nation, and our families. I decided to 
write about “unity in the family” since none of our prospective 
writers were able to.  

 Being the youngest of five I have witnessed the struggles 
firsthand that accompany a diverse group of related individuals, 
living in one house. Unity is often a difficult goal to achieve. I have 
also witnessed the struggles in my parents’ families, as shared 
responsibilities put stress on relationships. My uncle didn’t speak 
to my mother, or his other siblings, for years because of a 
property/financial issue. He spread a rumor that my mother was a 
“closet alcoholic” because she was unsteady on her feet. It turns out 
she had a genetic disorder that was a gradual atrophy of the brain 
stem. It caused vertigo and other symptoms, such as slurred 
speech, which worsen with time. My mother was the most loving, 
forgiving human I have ever encountered. I watched her cry many 
tears because of her brother’s actions.  

I witnessed my father, who lived next door to his sister, 
complain after every visit. They were not on speaking terms for 
long spells because they could not avoid the topics of religion and 
politics. We were all deprived of  what could have been wonderful 
family moments because of their personal pride. My aunt was a 
devout Apostolic Lutheran woman, which tells me she should have 
been able to love my father in a way that didn’t alienate him. 
Instead, her zeal to “save every human” somehow created a wall 
between herself and her own blood. Hence, the generations that 
followed were shown this as an example of how a family functions; 
“If you don’t agree on everything, you just don’t talk or interact.”  

(Continued on page 3) 

UNITY IN THE FAMILY 
If you have any If you have any If you have any If you have any 

encouragement from encouragement from encouragement from encouragement from 
being united with being united with being united with being united with 

Christ, if any Christ, if any Christ, if any Christ, if any 
comfort from his comfort from his comfort from his comfort from his 

love, if any love, if any love, if any love, if any 
fellowship with the fellowship with the fellowship with the fellowship with the 

Spirit, if any Spirit, if any Spirit, if any Spirit, if any 
tenderness and tenderness and tenderness and tenderness and 

compassion,  then compassion,  then compassion,  then compassion,  then 
make my joy make my joy make my joy make my joy 

complete by being complete by being complete by being complete by being 
likelikelikelike----minded, having minded, having minded, having minded, having 
the same love, being the same love, being the same love, being the same love, being 
one in spirit and one in spirit and one in spirit and one in spirit and 

purpose. Do nothing purpose. Do nothing purpose. Do nothing purpose. Do nothing 
out of selfish out of selfish out of selfish out of selfish 

ambition or vain ambition or vain ambition or vain ambition or vain 
conceit, but in conceit, but in conceit, but in conceit, but in 

humility consider humility consider humility consider humility consider 
others better than others better than others better than others better than 

yourselves.yourselves.yourselves.yourselves.    
Philippians 2:1-3  
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That brings me to my own generation of siblings.  Each of us 
is unique, but we have managed to forge strong bonds.  I have 
always hated conflict and naturally have a negotiating approach to 
my family when a storm begins to brew. Everyone calls me to vent 
and voice their opinions.  I do my best to defend another party and 
to get the caller to consider the “why” of another’s views or actions. 
I have little tolerance for anger, bitterness and insults among my 
siblings. Open discussion and sharing of ideas can be done without 
personal attacks. As Jan Boss once said in a children’s message, that I 
have never forgotten; “Bad words are like toothpaste…once they 
are out of your mouth, you can’t put them back…just like you can’t 
put the paste back in the tube.” Oh how truth rings out in that 
simple illustration.  

If we could all listen to and practice the words of scripture 
we could avoid many hurts. As Paul said in Ephesians 4:29-32, 
“Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them.  And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy spirit by 
the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own, 
guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. Get 
rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as 
all types of evil behavior.  Instead, be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ 
has forgiven you.” 

 

    -Tanya Whitley 

(Continued from page 2) 

How good and How good and How good and How good and 

pleasant it is pleasant it is pleasant it is pleasant it is 

when brothers when brothers when brothers when brothers 

live together live together live together live together 

in unity!in unity!in unity!in unity!    

Psalm 133:1 
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Have you ever opened a package, taking everything 

out, closely examining each piece but when time to 

repackage the items lack the ability to get everything 

back into the nice little package?  I now find myself in 

this type of situation. When asked to write about Unity, 

I naively thought it a simple concept that I could 

quickly unpack and write a little article about. The fact 

that I utterly underestimated the depth and importance 

of Unity reflects the shallowness and immaturity of my 

Christian walk.  Let me put it this way, Unity is the sole 

purpose of the Bible and God’s work on earth. Our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, made the ultimate sacrifice so that 

Man could enjoy Unity with God the Creator of all. 

 Jesus did not create multiple Churches, and we the 

Church are called to be the living body of Christ. .  In 

dying upon the cross Jesus furthered his commitment to 

unity and set an example for his followers.  While 

suffering, he did not call out to God to punish or 

abandon his un-believing tormentors, Jesus asked his 

father to forgive them. We are not to separate or 

exclude others, we are to reach out and embrace each 

other in a manner that reflects Jesus, despite our 

differences and preferences.   

If we hope to make a positive difference in the world it 

would be wise to remember that mutual love and 

respect is the lubrication that resolves friction and 

resistance to change. Proverbs says, “He who seeks 

(Continued on page 5) 

Unity 

 

“I utterly 
underestimated 
the depth and 
importance of 
Unity “ 
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good finds goodwill”. We are all children of God, 

created by God in his image and therefore traces of 

God’s goodness can be found in each of us. Seek the 

good in people and you may earn the right to share 

God’s goodness and love with them.  

God’s blessings, Brian Rockafellow 

“God’s 
goodness can be 
found in each 
of us.” 
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Pancake Breakfast and Local Merchant FestivalPancake Breakfast and Local Merchant FestivalPancake Breakfast and Local Merchant FestivalPancake Breakfast and Local Merchant Festival    
 

The Safe Haven Ministry Free Breakfast Club is hosting a Craft/

Art/Fair trade Festival on Saturday, November 17th from 10 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m.  The cost of space (an 8 foot table) will be $15.  If 

you have a specialty you make, bake, or create please see Gay 

Pung to get your space now.  If you have a friend or neighbor tell 

them about it.  We will have application forms for booths 

available at the information center. 

 

There will also be a free-will donation Pancake Breakfast bar all 

day long.  There will be everything you can imagine to put on or 

in Pancakes.   

 

There will also be  Fair Trade Coffee, Chocolate, and Baking 

Coco for sale.  All proceeds will go to the Safe Haven Ministry.  
 

Emmaus Walks Coming Soon 
 

The Fall Emmaus Walks are coming up soon and we're looking for background workers 
and "pilgrims" who are interested in participating. 
 
The Walks to Emmaus are based on the Luke 24 account of two men on the road to 
Emmaus when Christ comes along side of them on the same day he was raised from the 
tomb.  He was not recognized by them until the breaking of the bread.   
 
The Walks are a 72 hour retreat beginning on Thursday evening and ending on Sunday 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ministry Updates 

 

And over all And over all And over all And over all 

these these these these 

virtues put virtues put virtues put virtues put 

on love, on love, on love, on love, 

which binds which binds which binds which binds 

them all them all them all them all 

together in together in together in together in 

perfect perfect perfect perfect 

unity.unity.unity.unity.    

 
Colossians 3:14 
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evening.  The purpose of the Walks are to renew the body of the risen Christ through the 
development of leaders in our local churches AND the renewal of Christians as committed 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
The fall Walks will be held at the Petoskey United Methodist Church: 
 
 Men's Walk, October 25 - 28 and the Lay Director is Ned Workman 
 
 Women's Walk, November 1 - 4 and the Lay Director is Kathy Martinchek 
 
For further information, go to the website at Northern Michigan Emmaus and download 
both pilgrim and sponsor applications.  For any other questions, contact Kathy Martinchek 
at 347 4037 or at klm1942@charter.net. 
 

F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)    
F.A.C.E.S recently rolled out its W.R.A.P. program to the 
congregation through an introductory brunch on September 9th.  
W.R.A.P. is a ministry within a ministry that focuses solely on the 
needs of the families within our community that have adopted or 
taken in foster children.  W.R.A.P. shows us all how we can share 
the responsibility Christ has given each of us to care for the orphan 
and/or vulnerable children.  F.A.C.E.S. is more broad in it’s design 
as it looks to the need of families to FFFFoster and AAAAdopt vulnerable 
children from here and around the world.  F.A.C.E.S. CCCCares for the 
families and vulnerable children through the W.R.A.P program and 
local and global outreach.  F.A.C.E.S. EEEEducates the community on 
the needs and realities of caring for vulnerable children and their 
families and it SSSSupports all that encompasses  our mission to “Show 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 14) 



PAGE 8 IN TOUCH 

Consistory News 

Jan Boss reported on God’s work in spiritual 

formation and through the ministry of Safe Haven 

and Stephen’s. 

 

Consistory discussed the summaries for the current 

reality survey and confirmed the deadline of August 

26th to be turned in. 

 

The next consistory meeting is Tuesday, September 

11th at 6:30pm. 

Highlights from the August Consistory MeetingHighlights from the August Consistory MeetingHighlights from the August Consistory MeetingHighlights from the August Consistory Meeting    

I appeal to you, I appeal to you, I appeal to you, I appeal to you, 
brothers, in the brothers, in the brothers, in the brothers, in the 
name of our Lord name of our Lord name of our Lord name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 
that all of you that all of you that all of you that all of you 
agree with one agree with one agree with one agree with one 
another so that another so that another so that another so that 
there may be no there may be no there may be no there may be no 
divisions among divisions among divisions among divisions among 
you and that you and that you and that you and that 
you may be you may be you may be you may be 

perfectly united perfectly united perfectly united perfectly united 
in mind and in mind and in mind and in mind and 
thought.thought.thought.thought.    

1 Corinthians 1:10 



The Children's Ministry has great 
teachers all lined up to love on your 
kids this school year!  We have 
been diligently researching 
the best possible curricula for 
both Sunday morning and 
Wednesday Friends' Club and 
are excited to try a couple of 
new opportunities.  As before, 
on Sunday morning, all kids 
are welcome to join their 

parents in 
the second 
service at 
10:15 for a 
couple of 
songs before 
being 
dismissed to 
the Son 
Room.  We'll 

begin as a large group with friendship 
activities and learn a Bible Story from 
the Gospel Project before dispersing 
into age-group classes.  The Gospel 
Project is time-line based and 

incorporates how Jesus fits into the big 
picture of the Bible.  Our goal is to 

keep the kids engaged with their 
friends while learning Bible 
stories and lessons.      

On Wednesdays, we are utilizing 
the Jesus Storybook Bible 
Curriculum and will utilize 
video, theater kits, activities, 
crafts and games to layer the 
stories and Biblical points.  The 
kids meet from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  

We strongly encourage all families and 
their friends to come at 5:30 for the 
yummy meal.  The cooks and food are 
truly awesome, the fellowship is fun, 
and you 
don't have to 
do dishes! 

PAGE 9 

Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 



PAGE 10 IN TOUCH 

Opportunities for ALL Women 

RCW 2012-2013 Year 

Monday, September 24, 2012 Monday, September 24, 2012 Monday, September 24, 2012 Monday, September 24, 2012 ----    RCW Open House “Dessert Social”RCW Open House “Dessert Social”RCW Open House “Dessert Social”RCW Open House “Dessert Social”    

R.C.W. invites all women R.C.W. invites all women R.C.W. invites all women R.C.W. invites all women of the church to join them from 6:30-8:00 

p.m. for an open house “Dessert Social”.   

You will . . .  

 . . . meet your RCW Board members. 

 . . . discover what your RCW is doing to  

  keep the women of the church   

  connected to one another and the community. 

 . . . see how they are making a difference.  

 . . . enjoy some amazing desserts.   

Many opportunities and events have been planned throughout the year 

and the RCW desires for all women to come together to celebrate 

each other through these opportunities to fellowship.  Please mark 

your calendar and plan to attend the following events.   
 

SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!     November 2012 November 2012 November 2012 November 2012 ----    Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution (for men, women and children)(for men, women and children)(for men, women and children)(for men, women and children)    During the first few weeks of November the RCW will distribute Blessing Boxes.  These Blessing Boxes are a way for people of our church to give to the community in need.  Once you receive your Blessing Box, we ask that during each day, any time you receive a blessing (big or small) in your life you drop some loose change (bills or checks) into the Blessing Box.   It adds up fast.  In doing this you are able to Be a Blessing to others by being Blessed.  “Blessed to be a Blessing”.   Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 ----    Annual Christmas EventAnnual Christmas EventAnnual Christmas EventAnnual Christmas Event    



PAGE 11  This year we will celebrate Christ’s birth together at the Country Club for a “Christmas Luncheon Fellowship”.  More information will be posted as the time grows closer.  Be sure to save the date!  Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 ----    Annual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten Breakfast    Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter.  In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays are not included in the count).  Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. The purpose is to set aside time for reflection on Jesus Christ - his suffering and his sacrifice, his life, death, burial and resurrection.  Please plan to attend our Lenten Breakfast where we will recognize the sacrifice of God the Father and Christ suffering for our sake.  Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 ----    Annual Spring FlingAnnual Spring FlingAnnual Spring FlingAnnual Spring Fling    Spring is a time of rejuvenation.   As we enter the season of spring we too feel the desire of rejuvenation.    Join us for an evening of fellowship and dinner with women of our church and community.  Enjoy a guest speaker who will encourage and motivate you in women’s health issue. 

I in them and I in them and I in them and I in them and 
you in me. you in me. you in me. you in me. 
May they be May they be May they be May they be 
brought to brought to brought to brought to 
complete complete complete complete 

unity to let unity to let unity to let unity to let 
the world the world the world the world 

know that you know that you know that you know that you 
sent me and sent me and sent me and sent me and 
have loved have loved have loved have loved 

them even as them even as them even as them even as 
you have loved you have loved you have loved you have loved 

me.me.me.me.    

John 17:23 



CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND 

BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:    

♦ Matt and Ellie Evans on the birth of 
their daughter, Remy Louise.  Proud 
grandparents are Ed and Marlene Evans. 

♦ Aaron and Candice Wiers on the birth of their 
daughter, Ainslee Howey.  Proud grandparents are 
Kraag and Cyndie Lieberman. 

♦ Tim and Kristin McClure on the arrival of Matthew 
Edward.  Proud grandparents are Jeff and Pat Ricks. 

♦ Alice Knott on the birth of her 14th great-
grandchild, Quinn Ameila Rykase. 

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

The Bost family on the passing of Mike’s 97-year-old 
mother, Ethel Bost Elzinga. 

Sue Barnard and Karlee Philp at the passing of Sue’s 
mother and Karlee’s  grandmother, Doris “Lucy” 
Anderson. 

NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:    

New member Hugh Lambert is a native son of 
Charlevoix.  After graduating from Charlevoix High 
School and working in various capacities, Hugh 
decided to stay in this area and opened his own 
business, Hugh’s Excavating, in the year 2000.  While 
work consumes much of Hugh’s time, he also enjoys 
hunting (especially coyote), fishing, motorcycling, 
kayaking, and snowmobiling. 

Hugh and his wife Kathy have three children:  Lexi 
17, Katy 16, and Bailey 13.  All three will be students 
at Charlevoix High School this fall. 

Kathy is the one who led Hugh to Community 
Reformed.  Friends and fellowship within the 
congregation also encouraged Hugh to become a 
member.  Hugh says the most significant recent 

happening in his life is his baptism on June 10.     

We welcome Hugh into the Community 
Reformed Church family. 

 

Eleven-year-old Julia Sape has grown up in 
Charlevoix and has attended CRC since infancy.  She 
is the daughter of Mark and Heather Sape and a 
sister to Alison 9 and Felicity 6.  Julia will be in 
seventh grade this year at Charlevoix Middle School. 

Dancing—ballet, tap, and hip-hop—is Julia’s favorite 
activity outside of school.  She takes lessons at Studio 
45 in Petoskey and at the Charlevoix Circle of Arts.  
She also is an avid reader, especially in the fantasy 
genre; Harry Potter novels are her favorite.  Julia 
loves swimming and spending time with her family at 
their cabin near Escanaba where the whole family 
enjoys four-wheeling!  

Welcoming Julia into church membership at 
such a young age is truly a Blessing!  

 

New member Rebekah Manthei grew up in 
Petoskey and Southern California.  Being home-
schooled allowed Rebekah and her family to return 
to Petoskey a couple of times each year.  She 
attended Calvary Bible College near Sacramento but 
lived in northern California before returning to 
Michigan. 

Rebekah is the busy mother of two children: Justus 
10 and Mackenzie 8, who attend Petoskey Public 
Schools.  Beyond caring for her family, Rebekah 
works for Northern Michigan Hardwoods and 
attends NCMC, taking classes in the Surgical Tech 
Program.   

For Rebekah, leisure time means family time, 
especially swimming and traveling together.  She also 
enjoys (has a heart for) working with dogs that have 
behavioral problems.  She volunteers her skill in 
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working with animals to family and friends. 

Rebekah says that, prior to attending CRC, she just 
“had a feeling when driving by” that she “needed to 
check it out.”  Then, she discovered that she knew a 
lot of people here.   

We hope that Rebekah and her family will be 
blessed by many new friends within the church 

family. 

 

Ten years ago, Matt and Erica Stuck moved from 
Rochester Hills to Charlevoix.  They now are a 
family of five with ten-year-old twins, Elise and 
Luke, and eight-year-old Caleb, all students in 
Charlevoix Public Schools.   

Matt and Erica grew up in Manton and graduated 
from high school there.  Matt earned a degree (MBA) 
in mechanical engineering at Oakland University, 
while Erica attained a BS degree in math and 
computer science at Central Michigan University.   

While downstate, Matt and Erica both worked in the 
automotive industry.  Presently, Matt works in the 
business office for the Arnold Line Ferry at 
Mackinaw and in the Petoskey office.  He is also a 
builder and owns his own growing business, Stuck 
Family Construction.  Erica has pursued a teaching 
degree from Ferris (off campus at NCMC) and 
teaches math and K-8 computers at St. Francis in 
Petoskey. 

The Stucks enjoy spending time with family and 
extended family. (Erica’s parents have retired in 
Suttons Bay; Matt’s parents, in Manton).  Summers 
they camp and bike together and soon the children 
will be old enough to go hunting with Matt.   

Erica says that CRC provided an atmosphere and 
kids programs that seemed like a “good family fit.”   

We embrace this family into fellowship with 
their extended church family. 

 

A cabin on Holy Island Road has been a summer 
place for Joel and Nancy VanRoekel for more 
than 30 years; for Nancy, all of her life.  Last spring 
the VanRoekels completed remodeling the cabin and 
made it their full time retirement home.   

Prior to retirement, Joel and Nancy lived in Grand 
Ledge. They both earned MA degrees from Michigan 
State as reading specialists.  Nancy worked in the 
Lansing Pubic Schools for 34 years, teaching 4th 
grade and serving as a K-5 reading specialist.  Joel 
pursued his career in the Williamston Community 
Schools, at Michigan State—teaching undergraduate 
reading courses—and for the last 29 years at Waverly 
Community Schools in a variety of literacy positions. 

Besides spending time with married sons, Chis and 
Justin and their 5 ½ year-old grandson, the 
VanRoekel’s are, not surprisingly, avid readers and 
enjoy the outdoors in all seasons.  Nancy is a master 
gardener, while Joel is her right hand man (the 
muscle really!) in landscaping.  Joel is an outdoor 
photography enthusiast and enjoys rowing (a single 
rowing shell designed for open water), and baking 
yeast breads and pizza crusts.  He even grinds his 
own wheat!  Nancy appreciates the baking aromas 
while working on quilting projects.  When winter 
provides the opportunity, Joel and Nancy experience 
the outdoors on cross-country skis and snowshoes.   

The VanRoekels have attended CRC for a long time.  
They have appreciated Chip’s “scripture-based 
preaching with life application, the authentic spirit of 
people who love the Lord,” and “friendships” with 
members of the congregation.   

Since Joel and Nancy are not “snowbirds,” we’ll 
have plenty of opportunities to make them feel 

welcome at CRC! 

            
---Submitted by Mary Seaman 
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Christ through F.A.C.E.S. to orphans, vulnerable children 
and all those who come alongside them”.   
 
Donations have been coming in to support our “Foster 
Closet” which is being developed to assist new foster 
parents with the immediate needs of a new child within 
their home.  Often it is difficult for the caregiver to get out 
of the house for a couple of days due to the emotional 
state of the child.  The “Foster Closet” will contain 
clothing, hygiene and other essentials to welcome the 
child.  Each foster family is appointed a “Family-care 
Coordinator” that will access the closet to take the 
needed items to the caregivers. 
 
If you are interested in being part of these ministries or 
are a foster/adoptive family looking for someone who 
understand your needs contact the F.A.C.E.S. ministry 
through the church office at 547-9482 or 
crcoffice@communityreformed.net.    

(Continued from page 7) 

It was he who gave It was he who gave It was he who gave It was he who gave 
some to be apostles, some to be apostles, some to be apostles, some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be prophets, some to be prophets, some to be prophets, 

some to be some to be some to be some to be 
evangelists, and some evangelists, and some evangelists, and some evangelists, and some 
to be pastors and to be pastors and to be pastors and to be pastors and 

teachers, to prepare teachers, to prepare teachers, to prepare teachers, to prepare 
God's people for God's people for God's people for God's people for 

works of service, so works of service, so works of service, so works of service, so 
that the body of that the body of that the body of that the body of 

Christ may be built Christ may be built Christ may be built Christ may be built 
up until we all reach up until we all reach up until we all reach up until we all reach 
unity in the faith unity in the faith unity in the faith unity in the faith 

and in the knowledge and in the knowledge and in the knowledge and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and of the Son of God and of the Son of God and of the Son of God and 

become mature, become mature, become mature, become mature, 
attaining to the attaining to the attaining to the attaining to the 

whole measure of the whole measure of the whole measure of the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.fullness of Christ.fullness of Christ.fullness of Christ.    

Ephesians 4:11Ephesians 4:11Ephesians 4:11Ephesians 4:11----13131313 
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A Book Review and a few suggestions by Chip 
 

Love Does by Bob Goff 

If you’ve read anything by Donald Miller, 
you’ve read about his friend, Bob.  Bob LIVES 
as Donald describes.  He doesn’t just talk 
about living.  He lives.  “Love Does” is Bob’s 
book about what it means to really live, which 
for Bob, means to really love.  Love 
does.  Love acts. 

 “Living a life fully engaged and full of 
whimsy and the kind of things that love 
does is something most people plan to do, 
but along the way they just kind of 
forget.  Their dreams become one of 
those “we’ll go there next time” deferrals.  
The sad thing is, for many there is no 
“next time” because passing on the chance 
to cross over is an overall attitude toward 
life rather than a single decision.  They 
need a change of attitude, not more 
opportunities.” (xv) 

Or a little later on, he says it this way,  

“What’s up with equating “Bible study” 
with knowing God anyway?  Wouldn’t it 
be a horrible thing if we studied the ones 
we loved instead of bonding in deeper 
ways by doing thing with them?  I’ve 
never want to get married to a girl no 
matter how much I studied her.  I’d 
rather take her sailing or fishing or eat 
cotton candy with her on a Ferris wheel.  
I don’t think knowing what her name 

means in Greek is going to help me love 
her more.  In fact, they have a name for 
guys who just study things about a person 
they like but don’t do anything about it – 
they’re called bachelors. 

So I started getting together with the 
same guys each week and instead of 
calling it a Bible study, we call it a “Bible  
Doing” . . . we read what God has to say 
and then focus all of our attention on 
what we are going to do about it.  Just 
agreeing isn’t enough.  I can’t think of a 
single time when Jesus asked His friends 
to just agree with Him.”  (199) 

This book is filled with stories of what love 
does.  We can all glean from Bob’s 
commitment to live fully and love actively. 

 
Other book suggestions: 
Enemies of the Heart – Andy Stanley 
Radical – David Platt 
Not a Fan – Kyle Idleman 
Who Is This Man? – John Ortberg 
Soul Detox – Craig Groeschel 
The Meaning of Marriage – Timothy Keller 
Who Stole My Church? – Gordon MacDonald 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 
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